BRITISH MILITARY STRENGTH
long time now the British Army has had to cope with
a chronic shortage of recruits. It would be necessary
to increase the total strength of the army very con-
siderably, and, in addition, it would be very difficult
to find men prepared to spend the greater part of their
active sendee life overseas far away from their homes.
However, if the British government should decide
to make some differentiation, even if a modified one,
between the strategic reserve at home and the over-
seas service battalions it would represent a very
important departure for Great Britain's military
strength, and the order of precedence established for
the tasks of the British Army would be reversed, at
least for the home-service battalions. The defence of
Great Britain's overseas possessions and the mainten-
ance of British rule in them would no longer be the
primary task, but instead preparations for participation
in modern warfare on continental soil. Even to-day
it has become a principle that all overseas possessions
must be in a position to defend themselves against
attack without reckoning on reinforcements from home.
Without waiting for the solution of the problem we
have described, the British military authorities have
already begun to reorganize and re-equip the home-
service battalions. The aim they are following is to
obtain the greatest possible degree of mechanization
and the greatest possible volume of fire-power per unit.
At the moment the forces at home consist of five
Infantry Divisions and one Armoured Division. Once
the new reform has been carried through there will
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